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FRONTLIST 2019 

A 
Latest rights sales and publications in other languages: 
 
Balkan noir, Romania, (Tritonic Books) 
Chrysos Nikos New Day, Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, North Macedonia and Serbia. 
Efstathiadis Minos The diver  France (Actes Sud)  
Galanaki Rhéa Life of Ismail Feruk Pascha was selected as one of the 10 top books on 
Europe by The Guardian and nominated for the Balkan Prize.  
Galanaki Rhéa The Ultimate Humiliation pocket France (Cambourakis), Catalan (Tigre 

de paper) 
Georgiou Antonis An album of stories Hungary (Vince Kiado) 
Georgiou Antonis An album of stories Poland (Ksiatzkowe Klimaty) 
Grapsas Dimitris, The woman of the morning train, Bulgaria (Perseus)  
Karapanou Margarita Kassandra and the wolf Czech Republic and Slovakia (Malvern) 
Karapanou Margarita Kassandra and the wolf Serbia (Dereta Publishing Company) 
Karystiani Ioanna  A thousand breaths– Italian (E/o) 
Karystiani Ioanna Swell, France, (Quidam) 
Karystiani Ioanna Little England – France (Quidam), Galician –(Editorial Hugin e 
Munin) 
Liberaki Margarita, The straw hats, Albania, USA (Toena,New York Review of books)  
Mamaloukas Dimitris, Turkey, (Iletisim).  
Matesis Pavlos Dog’s mother -Danemark  (Det Poetiske Bureaus Forlag) and Russia 
(Aletheia) 
Mitsou Andreas The wonderful woman and the fish France (Monemvassia) 
Palavos Yannis Joke  France (Quidam), Bulgaria, (Colibri).  
Pappa Rodoula, ill. By Seng Soun Ratanavanh On puppy's nose, a grasshopper, French, Cambourakis). 
Stefanopoulou Maria Athos the forrester France, Cambourakis 2nd edition in 1 month! 
Tsalikoglou Fotini, 8 hours and 35 minutes, France (Cambourakis). 
Tsirbas Yannis Victoria doesn’t exist in English/Canada (Baraka books) 
Tzamiotis Konstantinos The crossing France, (Actes Sud)  
Zateli Zyranna Graceful in the wilderness, Catalan, (Males Herbes) 
Zateli Zyranna renewals of her agreements for At twilight they return in US and 
Germany (Yale Press and Kiepenheuer and Witch). 
 
 
  



 

 
FRONTLIST 2019 

A 
New authors 

Kostas Akrivos  

Dimitra Didangelou 

Julia  Ganasou 

Eftychia Giannaki 

Spyros Gratsias  

Eleni Kasdagli Markaki  

Tina Kourkoumeli  

Nikos Vergetis  

Nektaria Zagorianaki  

Collectif :  Fragments, récits et nouvelles de Grèce  

 

F i c t  i  o n  

Christos Chrissopoulos 

Nikos Chryssos 

Antonis Georgiou 

Ioanna Karystiani 

Dimitra Kolliakou 

Nikos Mandis 

Elena Maroutsou 

Michalis Modinos 

Sofronis Sofroniou 

Maria Stefanopoulou 

Fotini Tsalikoglou  

Konstantinos Tzamiotis 

  



 

 

Crime/ Thriller 

Antonis Antoniadis  - Angeliki Radou  

Doros Antoniadis 

Michaela Antoniou 

Tatiana Averoff 

Minos Efstathiadis 

Eftychia Giannaki 

Lefteris Giannakoudakis 

Vanghelis Giannisis 

Dimitris Mamaloukas 

Yannis Rangos 

Dimitris Simos 

Maria Tzitzi  

 

S h  o r  t   s  t  o r  i  e  s  

Giorgos Gozis  

Elena Maroutsou  

Yannis Palavos  

Dimosthenis Papamarkos 

 

N o n   -   f  i  c  t  i  o n  

Kostas Arkoudeas 

Kostas Despiniadis 

Apostolos Fotiadis 

Christoforos Kasdaglis 

Nikos Koutsiaras 

Andreas Metaxas 

Maria Tzitzi  

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

SHORT STORIES  

Christos Chryssopoulos, Minos Efstathiadis, Maria Fakinou, 
Nikos Mandis, Maria Stefanopoulou,  
Gilles Ortlieb, Jil Silberstein, Francois Taillandier, Arnaud 
Zucker, Zisis Melissakis 
 

 
BUCHET CHASTEL, 2019, 176 P. 

Published to promote Athens, World book capital 2018. 

 

A literary collection honoring Greece, its impact and influence as 
the land of west civilization running back to thousands of years.  

At the occasion of the year that Athens was pronounced as the 
UNESCO world’s book capital, some of the finest contemporary 
Greek and French authors were gathered together to present 
original short stories and non-fiction texts. 
 
Five Greek and five French authors have been asked to contribute 
short texts, pointing out each one’s personal special attachment to 
Greece. Greek authors wrote mostly on identity and the image of 
the other west comer and French ones were mostly talking about 
the impact Greece had on them. 
The long-standing Greek identity is here collaborating with the 
contemporary Fiction in order to let the reader approach in many 
ways the huge impact that this civilization has had on humanity. 
 

Catherine Fragou together with Vera Michalski-Hoffmann are the 
editors of this title, for which the idea is to add/change some authors for each country the book will 
be translated to.  

 
French and Greek original texts available. 

Croatian rights sold. 
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FICTION… … … … 

Kostas Akrivos 
 

Kostas Akrivos was born in 1958. He works as a teacher in 
secondary education. A highly acclaimed author, he has 
published novels, short stories and anthologies. 
Pandemonium, (2007) was shortlisted for the National Book 
Centre Readers' Award. Remember Alfons?, (2010) was 
shortlisted for the  National Book Centre Readers' Award, 
and the Diavazo Magazine Novel Award. The Snake Sheds 

Its Skin, (2013) was shortlisted for Klepsidra Magazine 
Literary Award. The latest from Ithaca, (2016) was 

shortlisted for the Anagnostis Short Story/Novella Award. 

His works have been translated into German, Italian, Dutch and Polish. 

 

Milk of Μagnesia   

METAIXMIO, 2018, 312 P. 

A tragic incident has a devastating effect on the lives of four teenagers, 
at a boarding school in the ’70s. Years later, they search for the truth: 
can they trust own memories or will they have to rely on their friends’ 
versions, as painful as those may be? 
 
A very sensitive book, on memory, guilt and coming of age.  

 

Pandemonium 

METAIXMIO, 2007, 400 P. 

On the 16th of April 2004 in a monastery of Mt. Athos, monks discover 
in terror a dead body in one of their cells. If one realizes that for over a 
thousand years it is forbidden for women or even female animals to set foot 
on this place, it becomes obvious how terrifying and mysterious this 
murder case is, since the body belongs to a young woman.  
Kostas Akrivos keeps readers intrigued to the very last page of his thriller 
Pandemonium with a series of unsolved mysteries and suspicion on all 
sides. Is the death the outcome of a sexual scandal? Is the interference of a 
foreign power to blame? Has Lucifer himself had a hand in it or is the real 
cause something even more frightening that all of that? 
The author evokes an atmosphere that combines the solitude of the 

monastic life with a worldly murder investigation in a book that flirts 
playfully with the detective novel without ever quite becoming one. 
Akrivos casts his net beyond the confines of Athos, and the action encompasses references to the 
religious, social and politico-ideological make-up of contemporary Greece. 

Excerpts in English, German and Turkish 

Rights sold in German and Italian. 
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FICTION… … … … 

Christos Chrissopoulos 

Christos Chrissopoulos was born in 1968 in Athens. He is active in various 

literary genres (fiction, essay, chronicle) and in photography. He has 

published 12 books. He has received the Athens Academy Award and the 

Prix Laure Bataillon. He is a member of the European Cultural Parliament 

(ECP). He is actually devoting himself in photography and has published a 

photo album entitled My Mother's Silence and a book with texts and 

photographs Disjunction. 

His works have been translated in French, English, German, Italian, 
Croatian.  
 

 

ALMA       

NEFELI, 2019, 160 P.  

 
ALMA is the story of a child's birth. It is an allegorical work about how a 
child changes the lives of all who get close to her. Through the elements of 
the story (the maternity clinic, the therapy Unit, the six inmates living 
there, the newcomer, the mother giving birth, Alma herself) the themes of 
the book revolve around the feelings and thoughts of parenthood. In what 
way do you approach this new person whose actual birth you witnessed? 
How can you tame this tidal wave of wishes and contradictions sweeping 
you over? Lastly, how wonderful it is to be carrying inside you always, this 
undefeatable love!  
 
ALMA is a book about the gift of life. 
 

 

 

Marseille Toujours 

 
Chryssopoulos wrote a kind of musical. It regards the story of an undisclosed love in Marseilles 
between two boys and a girl who arrived in the city from Algeria, and is seen today as a flash-back 
going through sixty years of Marseilles life.  
The plot is composed of 4 interconnecting stories in 10 scenes, all set in Marseilles, but the book is 

structured as a musical meant to be read. So there are songs, monologues, dance pieces... etc.   
 
He wrote the book as part of a long residency in Marseilles two summers ago and there are a lot of 
real places and people that he has included in the book. 
 
This is a piece of literature, but at the same time it can be a basis for a film / theater piece because of 
its structure. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

FICTION …. ………. 

Nikos Chrysos    

Nikos Chryssos was born in 1972 in Athens. His has written the 
novels The Secret of the Last Page (Kastaniotis Publishers, 
2009) and New Day (Kastaniotis Publishers, 2018). In 2014 he 
edited the annotated re-release of Lefteris Alexiou’s 
Unforgettable Times and the collective volume Book Stories, and 
in 2019 he edited, together with Ioanna Spiliopoulou, the 
collective volume Nikos Kazantzakis and Politics – all three 
books were published by Kastaniotis Publishers. His short 
stories have been included in collective volumes. Since 
September 2018 he has been the second vice-president of the 
Greek Section of the International Society of Friends of Nikos 
Kazantzakis (ISFNK). In 2019 his novel New Day won the 
EUPL. 

 

New Day  

KASTANIOTIS, 2018,682 P.  

EUPL 2019 
One night in December, in a dark corner of the harbor, three men 
burn a homeless man alive. The man’s name was Sebastian and he 
had a reputation as a formidable storyteller. Paul, the youngest of the 
three perpetrators, devastated by the brutality of the crime, begins to 
look for information on the victim, hoping to assuage his feelings of 

guilt. In his confusion, he believes that by bringing to light the dead 
man’s story, he will bring the actual man back to life. Asking around 
at homeless haunts, he discovers Sebastian’s friends: Ex, Marconi, 
Lucky and Yannis. He asks them to tell him their story and the story 
of their dead friend, and without realizing it he becomes trapped in a 
strange world. While at first the stories seem to be made up of facts, 
gradually the narratives become more complex.  
Sebastian remains, however, the great absentee.  
What are their reasons and motives for giving different and often 
conflicting testimonies? Where does the myth stop and where does 
the truth begin? Who was Sebastian in the end? 
A descent into the hell of society’s margins; a journey through narrative heaven; a labyrinth which 
may be hiding the meaning of life. 
New Day narrates the human adventure - murder and redemption, cruelty and compassion, being at 

its core an allegory for the natural and the supernatural essence of narration. 
 

 

“My new book, entitled New Day, chronicles the adventures of a group of homeless men 
living in a Mediterranean port. It is a story about life and death, about crime and 
punishment, about solidarity and companionship, but also an allegory for the physics and 
metaphysics of narration.”  

 
Rights sold to Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, North Macedonia and Serbia. 

  



 

FICTION …. CRIME………. 

 
Eftychia Giannaki  

Eftychia Giannaki was born and raised in Athens. She studied 
computer science, music technology and communication, and 
she worked for several years in secondary education. She writes 
crime fiction, children’s detective stories and theatrical plays. 
Her novel titled “Hardcore” was published, under the pen name 
Aleka Laskou. In 2004 the book was adapted for a movie, which 
came out under the same title “Hardcore - The movie”, directed 
by Dennis Iliadis. 

 

Crime fiction series “The Trilogy of Athens”  

 

In the back seat  

PUBLIC Prize for Best Greek Novel of 2017 

IKAROS, 2016.440 P.  

A theatrical director is viciously murdered in the basement of Plaka Theatre in 
Athens, Greece. Homicide Detective Harris Kokkinos and his colleagues must 
unravel a case expected to attract public attention. They will soon realise that 
the motive is hidden in the director’s dark past, and start detangling a thread 

of common secrets, dissimulation and violence, in the heart of the city. 
At the same time, the son of 45-year old Haris Kokkinos is arrested facing 
charges that will force him to dive into his family background. The time 
pressure, the sealed lips, prove that things are never simple for those sitting in 
the back seat. In a society where everyone is guilty, some people will pay the 
price and Haris Kokkinos is among them. 
The investigations build a fresco comprised of Athenian citizens, starring in a 
story that would have not existed if the city itself did not exist, and nothing will 
be left in darkness under its bright sun. 
English extracts available 

Halcyon days  

Shortlisted for the PUBLIC Prize for Best Greek Novel of 2018 and the Literary Magazine 

KLEPSYDRA. 

IKAROS, 2017, 424 P. 

A young girl from Ghana is found murdered, at the largest shopping centre in 

Athens, Greece. Homicide Detective Haris Kokkinos and his team are 

summoned to deal with a case wrapped around them like a ball of yarn, while 

the clock is ticking. The maelstrom in which the detective will be found, 

including his past and the relationship with his jailed son will force him to 

balance on a tightrope in order to shed light on the case and ultimately to 

himself. In a society unable to protect the weak, no one can be considered 

innocent. 

English extracts available 
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City in the light 

Shortlisted for the PUBLIC Prize for Best Greek Novel of 2019. 

IKAROS, 2018, 480 P. 

A pregnant woman, with a career in modelling, is viciously murdered in her 
house at Kavouri. As Homicide Detective Haris Kokkinos and his 
colleagues start unravelling the crime, they will confront expectations that 
were disappointed, doping channels in sports, and a circle of violence which 
had begun in Serbia of 1995 to end up in Athens of 2014. 
At the same time, the son of the 45-year old Detective is standing trial for 
accusations which are testing his tolerance, as he is seeking his own 
responsibilities for the mistakes of the past. 
In this case everyone is a suspect and the interrogations bring into the light 
a city which has become a closed room. The question is, how far can you 
go when you have nothing to lose anymore. When you realise that hope is 
not the last to die. 
English extracts available 
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FICTION… … … … 

 

Dimitra Didangelou 

 Dimitra Didangelou was born in Greece in 1981. 
She is a psychologist MSc, science journalist and 
author. After filling thousands of pages for 
personal and professional purposes, she quickly 
discovered the power of the written word and 
today she’s specialized in therapeutic and 
expressive writing. Alongside founding and 
editing a web-magazine that explores 
psychology, she is the founder of “Expressing 
MySelf”.  

She loves writing fiction based on real stories because she believes that the unbelievable 
stories life brings in surpass even the most powerful imagination. 

Her short stories have been distinguished in many writing contests and published in 
literature magazines and websites.  

See Dimitra’s TED online.  

Syvi and Daddy 

GAVRIILIDIS 2013, 112 P. 

Aspects of Sylvia Plath’s life are collated with factual accounts of people 
who were for years incarcerated in mental institutions. The narrator's 
obsession with Plath disturbs her sleep. For a time, the American poetess 
worked as a receptionist at the psychiatric unit of the Hospital of 
Massachusetts, indexing the dreams of the mentally ill in order to draw 
inspiration for her writings. The narrator, shut away in her house for days 

on end, transcribes the inmates’ statements. Their imaginings become a 
jumble with her reality, with that of Plath and the mentally ill. (The 
statements are sourced from a documentary by the authoress). Padding 
around them is a queen, all nine lives intact. 

 
Wabi Sabi (the imperfection)  

 
SHORT STORIES COLLECTION, IOLKOS, 2017,114 P. 

 
In Japanese, Wabi Sabi means the unperfection and asymmetry. In our lives 
we usually try to be perfect and in perfect harmony with others. Is this really 
possible ? Is this really something to aspire at ? 
Everything changes and change means also getting older.  
In these extremely sensitive short stories, the beauty of the imperfections 
comes into the light . 
A healing reading. 
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FICTION… … … … 

 

 

Maria Fakinou 

 

Maria Fakinou was born in Athens in 1976. She is the author of two 
books and a translator from English. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A daughter’s anatomy  

 
ANTIPODES, 2017, 80 P.  

A girl is growing in the 80’s in a paradise-like garden and a nuclear 
family. Her small world is heaven or a serie of unvisible mutilations? 
Anyway it cannot be forever as it is. Edem has an end. In that case it 
is the daughter coming of age that will put an end to the child 
ambivalent happiness. 
 
 
Maria Fakinou’s short novel dissects the slight changes of the coming 
of age and the loss of the childhood that comes after reading a lot, 

being in love, facing illness and death.  
 

 

 

The novel has been adapted as a theatre play twice.  
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FICTION …. ………. 

Antonis Georgiou  

 Antonis Georgiou was born in Limassol, Cyprus, in 1969. He 
studied law in Moscow and works as a lawyer. He is a member of 
the editing committee of the literary magazine Anef. He was also 
in the editing team of the Theatre Diaries, a series of publications 
that illustrate the history of theatre in Cyprus. He is currently a 
postgraduate student of theatrical studies at the Open University 
of Cyprus. In 2006, he published a book of poetry, Full Moon Minus 

One, and a book of short stories, Sweet Bloody Life, which was 
awarded the State Prize for Short Stories. He has also contributed 
to several short story collections. Georgiou also writes plays, some 

of which have been performed by different theatre groups in Cyprus. His play My Beloved 

Washing Machine won the Theatre Prize of the Cyprus Theatre Organization and was 
included in its repertory. Antonis Georgiou is also the writer of the plays The Disease, 
2009; Our Garden, 2011; La Belote, 2014; and I Was Lysistrata, 2016.  His book An Album 

of Stories, published in 2014, was awarded the Cyprus State Prize for a Novel. It is being 
adapted and presented on stage in 2016. A short text he wrote about Asli Erdogan will be 
published in a collective work by Editions des femmes in November 2017.  

An album of stories received the EUPL 2016 (European Union Prize for Literature) and is 
actually translated in many languages. 

An album of stories  

TO RODAKIO, 2014, 276 P.  

An Album of Stories uses a polyphonic narrative in this 'post-novel', a 
mosaic which presents a whole country and its people. On the occasion of 
a grandmother’s death, a range of stories are revealed. From the 
grandmother to the family and from the small village to the whole country, 
these stories speak about life, love, death, war, refugees and emigrants. 
These are old and new stories, in the Greek language and Cypriot dialect. 
The stories are aided by quotations from newspapers, recipes, children’s 
drawings, folk songs, laments, poems and many photographs from family 
albums. Sometimes the stories are confused and the reader is also confused: 
where does one story end and another begin? And does it matter? Or 
perhaps our lives are nothing but a collection of stories, that we remember 
sometimes, relate them to the stories of others, write them down and give 
them a title. And they become like one story, the story of each one of us, 
the story of all of us. Aren't our lives nothing but an album of stories?  

A metamodern yet a classic novel. 
English extracts available  

French, Italian, Serbian, Hungarian, Bulgarian, Macedonian, Croatian, Polish and Albanese rights sold 

TRANSLATION GRANT FROM EUPL 
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FICTION… … … … 

Ioanna Karystiani 
 

Ioanna Karystiani was born in Chania, Crete in 1952 to Greeks from 
Asia Minor. She studied law. She worked as a sketch artist. Her 
books include: In Gray and Gray, sketches (Aiolos Publishers, 1985), 
A Sketch in the Pocket, sketches (Aiolos Publishers, 1987), Mrs. 
Kataki, short stories (Kastaniotis Publishers, 1995), Little England, 
a novel (Kastaniotis Publishers, 1997), A Suit in the Ground, a novel 
(Kastaniotis Publishers, 2000), The Saint of Loneliness, a novel 
(Kastaniotis Publishers, 2003), Swell, a novel (Kastaniotis 
Publishers, 2006), The Sacks (Kastaniotis Publishers, 2010), 
Thoughtful Weather, short stories (Kastaniotis Publishers, 2011), 

The Gorge,  a novel (Kastaniotis Publishers, 2015), A Thousand Breaths (Kastaniotis 
Publishers, 2018). She has also worked with director Pantelis Voulgaris on the screenplay 
for his film Deep Soul (Kastaniotis Publishers, 2009) and wrote the screenplays for his 
films Brides (Kastaniotis Publishers, 2004), Little England and The Last Note.  

 

A Thousand Breaths 

KASTANIOTIS, 2018, 336 p. 

Button, brow, grave, rock – puzzles for expert solvers. Were they 
actually riddles or had savage death shaken her so much that she 
could no longer grasp the meaning of “it is done” and the 
measure of the “done deal”? 
She touched Stelios’s white shirt, unwashed since the summer. 
Greedily she smelled the yellowing stains of his sweat at the 
armpits, kissed the collar like she was kissing his throat. 

You, I have no intention of sticking in the laundry, she 
whispered, and then swung around and stared into the mirror. 
She longed to find her husband’s face there, to see his eyelashes 
fluttering, the veins in his neck bulging and then receding as alive 
as could be. 
She would rest her fingers on his head, correctly measuring the 
width of his brow, the distance from his eyebrows to his hairline.  
She waited and waited, but on the glass there was only her 
broken face and her blurred gaze. 
She, Pigi Voyiatzi, she who read the eyes of others, was riveted 
there for twenty minutes and couldn’t read her own. 
She felt her chest and her head burning while her legs were frozen stiff, another person from the 
waist up, another from the waist down. 
She closed her eyes and whispered six curt words. I don’t know where to be. 
Italian rights sold   
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FICTION… … … … … … 

 

Eleni Kasdagli - Markaki  

Eleni Markaki was born in Thessaloniki and lives in 

Volos. She is a building engineer and she had worked in big companies as well as 

a teacher. Her love of travelling is present in her works where she follows her 

characters away from their homelands. In the same time she makes the readers 

travel to older times as well. 

Café Royal  

XARTINI POLI, 2018, 548 P. 

As Julia always knew, every time that a bougainvillea shrub blossomed 
out of the blue, something very important was about to happen. 
In spring of 1967, the political upheaval and a family tragedy push 
Julia to leave Greece in pursue of her dreams. She is always holding in 
her hands the old letters, the drawings and the fading out photographs, 
hidden for years in her family’s old mansion. 
Trieste 19th century: In baron Pellegrini’s mansion, Carlotta, the child 

of Pellegrini and one of his housemaids is born. She will become a 
stunning woman who will marry the ideologist Paolo di Rivoli, a 
young journalist of noble descent, who is a regular at the Café Royal, 
a preferred hangout by the rebels of the time. Both will flee to Corfu, 
chased by the Austrian government. 
Kefalonia, summer of 1849: The deep hatred dividing the families of 
Filomela Manini and the rebel nobleman Hugo de Rossi comes up 
against their love. After the rebellion of the farmers he flees in Italy. The two lovers are separated 
and a secret will remain buried for a long time. 
Witty and powerful women, adventurer and romanticist men, are carried away through the history 
vortex. 
Julia feels the need to speak about their lives, to protect their stories from oblivion, to be the link 
of two centuries. 
The splendid Trieste of the Hapsburgs, the rebellious Kefalonia, the elegant island of Corfu as well 
as the town of Thessaloniki, all magical and exciting.  
Love is everywhere, passionate, desperate, exciting and unfulfilling. 
Italian extracts available upon request   
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FICTION… … … … 

Dimitra Kolliakou  
 

Born in 1968 in Athens, Dimitra Kolliakou is a graduate of 
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and 
holds a Phd in linguistics from the University of Edinburgh. 
She taught linguistics at Newcastle University (1995-2010) 
and at Université Paris Diderot-Paris 7 (2010-2014) and has 
since been working in secondary education in Paris. She has 
published four novels and a collection of concentric novellas 
and some of her short stories have appeared in newspapers 
and literary magazines. She has been awarded the Jim 
Wilson Prize for first time author by the National Book 
Centre of Greece (EKEBI), the Athens Prize for Literature 
and Greece’s national academy (Academy of Athens/Petros 
Charis Foundation) award. 

 

Insect alphabet 

PATAKIS, 2018, 416 PAGES 

 
The Greek alphabet in an extraordinary adventure. Behind each letter, 
an encounter (brief, funny, fatal, unforgettable) between an insect 
performing its instinctive moves and a human fighting a destiny. 
To Bee or not to Bee? wonders in letter B the estranged daughter of an 
amateur beekeeper who wasn’t taken care of in his final brief disease. 
In letter M, a pupil of a Parisian high school, preoccupied with gender 
issues, loses her interest in myrmecology. What strange chemistry will 

bring together a composer of minimalist music and a member of the 
Hymenoptera in letter Y? Why don’t insects live in the sea? is a 

question a passer-by hears from a child in letter Theta (Θ), and upon 
losing not love but his lover, he’ll try to prove the assumption wrong. 
An entomological alphabet, inspired by the many faces of Europe, 
those enchanting and those disenchanting, and those that are both at 
once. 
 
French extracts available  

 
 

 

  

mailto:irislit@otenet.gr
http://www.irisliteraryagency.gr/
http://dimitrakolliakou.gr/#!/


 

Catherine Fragou * A    Literary agency *   irislit@otenet.gr   *      www.irisliteraryagency.gr 

 

 
FICTION… … … … 

Tina Kourkoumeli 
 

 

 

 

Tina Kourkoumeli was born in Ceohalonia and she studied Law and 
Literature in Athens and in Wurzburg. She worked as a functionary 
in Germany and as a teacher. She writes both in Greek and German.  

Freedom is her first novel. 

 
 
 
 

KLIDARITHMOS, 2018, 336 P. 
 

Avertosia means freedom 

Cephallonia, 1953 : A big earthquake. Artemis and Thalia are friends but 
with different characters. After years of friendship the love of freedom and 
the obedience will separate them. Artemis will go to Athens and then in 
Germany to study and they will meet again after decades when the 
Professor will die.  
A story of personal revolution and obedience, and most of all a story of 
women’s emancipation in the 60s.  
German text available  
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FICTION …. ………. 

 
Nikos Mandis 

 
Nikos A. Mandis was born in Athens, where he lives and works. He received the Book 
Award from the Academy of Athens (the Kostas and Eleni Ourani Foundation) for his 
novel The Blind; he has twice won the prize for best novel by the online magazine The 
Reader for his novels The Blind and The Wild Acropolis, and he won the Athens Prize for 
Literature from (de)kata magazine for his novel Rock, Scissors, Paper. He has also 
published the novel The Snow of Summer and the short story collection Pseudonym. 

System failure  

KASTANIOTIS EDITIONS, 2017, 512 P.  

A harsh coming of age story, from the turn of the century to 
the landmark year 2015. A generation that started from the 
Grava school complex in Athens and ended up on the front 
pages of the news takes stock of its life through the eyes of three 
special children, Aris, Rita and Dimitris. 
A story of love and anarchy, a technological thriller with 
elements of tragicomedy, an anti-systemic dream that didn’t 
detect the error in time. A book about politics, revolution and 
utopia that is irreparably damaged. 

 
A landmark of a book. 
VASSILIS VASSILIKOS, Εconomia 
 
Nikos Mandis returns with a tragically up-to-date novel to 
illuminate days like those we are living in.  
YANNIS N. BASKOZOS, O Anagnostis 
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FICTION… … … … … … 

 
Elena Maroutsou  

Elena Maroutsou was born in Athens in 1967. She studied history 
at the School of Philosophy of Athens and did her postgraduate 
degree in literature and fine arts at Reading University, England. 
She has worked in photography and collage. Obscene orchids is 
her fifth book. Her novel Between the train and the platform 

received in 2009 the Athens Prize for Literature by ((De)kata 
magazine. Her novella The meaning has been translated as a 

stylish course of translation from Greek in German.  
 

Two 

KICHLI, 2018, 196 P. 

Mirto, a 24-year old young woman who makes 3d designs for her father, a 
garden architect, has just lost her mother, Adriana, who felled from the 
balcony of their house. Adriana was a teacher for children with special needs. 
She also liked to take pictures and was a big admiror of Diane Arbus. Mirto, 
while searching at her mother’s closet, finds out a letter from an unknown 
sender, possibly a secret lover, and relates this discovery with the burden that 
her mother seemed to carry... The sender has also made a sketch of an 
Arbus’s picture on the letter. Mirto finds other letters too, each one 
accompanied with a sketch, and the plot follows her attempts to find out the 
identity of the sender. Mirto’s relationship with Petros is unhappy as he is in 
a long term relationship with another woman. 
Mirto goes on a trip to Serifos with Demetra, her best friend, for work. They 

meet Sandra, a painter who works for a project celebrating the 100 years after the strike of the 
Serifos’miners which caused the death of several workers. Mirto will discover there the story of her 
ancestors and that the sender of her mother’s letter is possibly a woman. She now suspects that her 
mother’s secret sexual identity was the real “burden”. Mirto develops a strange attraction for 
Sandra –as if mirroring the life of her mother- and they have a short but strong affair.  
Mirto comes back to Athens where gradually an answer is given to all the questions. She comes in 
touch with Stella, the best friend of her mother, whom she suspects to be the “secret lover”. They 
meet at a café named “Two” where Stella reveals to Mirto that Adriana was in fact the sender of 
the letters. When she was 16 years old, Adriana had an involuntary pregnancy and gave birth to a 
baby-girl which had a health problem. Under pressure from her father she gave the baby to be 
adapted. All letters were addressed to her, whom she never lost the hope that one day she shall 
meet again. 
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FICTION… … … … … … 

Michalis Modinos  

Michalis Modinos was born in Athens in 1950. A theorist and 
activist of the ecological movement, he worked as an 
environmental expert, geographer and engineer in Third World 
countries, with international organisations, he taught in a 
number of academic institutions and was editor for New Ecology 
and president of the National Environmental Centre. His essays 
and research work include the books Myths of development in 
the tropics, From Eden to Purgatory, Topographies, The game of 
development, The archaeology of development, etc.; his works of 
fiction Gold Coast, The Great Abai, Return (Academy of Athens 
Award), The Raft (State Prizes Committee Award and candidate 

for the European Literature Prize), Wild West and Final exodus: Stymphalia. In the past 
few years, he has been writing for the newspaper Ta Nea. 

 

Equatoria 

KASTANIOTIS, 2017, 200 P. 

In the late 19th century, with the colonization of Africa in full swing, a 
utopia is set up in the heart of the continent, in the lands where for ages 
the source of the Nile has been sought. A contingent of Europeans, 
Egyptians and Sudanese, under the inspired guidance of the naturalist, 
physician and explorer Eduard Schnitzer (aka Emin Pasha) cuts itself 
off from society, as a Jihadist revolution is under way in Sudan. 
Gradually the new community is built up from nothing, in the mythical 
region of the Great Lakes, referred to as Equatoria. Until Europe decides 
to rescue its children.  

The narrator, a cotton merchant from Alexandria who has moved to 
Zanzibar, will live the birth of utopia; he will travel to Equatoria and co-
govern its mythical, unexplored lands, a whole century after the 
scientific fight over the sources of the Blue Nile. 
The book is his story, and at the same time the story of the rescue of people who didn’t want to be 
rescued. An exciting novel, which deals, among other things, with the conflict between science and 
primitivism, the struggles over cultural values and the love of adventure.  
 

The author Modinos brings to life an epic era and its heroes, while at the same time commenting 

on an impressive range of topics, with a wink to current events. Everything is touched upon 

here with the vividness of a storyteller.           MIKELA CHARTOULARI, I Efimerida ton 

Syntakton 

A book that is unputdownable and, like other novels by this author, has an unusually broad 

horizon for Greek fiction. There’s something here of the charm of July Verne’s novels and the 

gloom of Conrad’s Heart of Darkness.         DIMOSTHENIS KOURTOVIK, Ta Nea 

A wonderful book, combining poetic iconography and the symbolic beginnings of a journey 

with thoughts about human civilization, its achievements and its limits, its visions and illusions, 

and the underlying violence that runs through it.             LINA PANTALEON, Kathimerini 
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FICTION… … … … … … 

Sofronis Sofroniou  
 

 
 

 

First men  

Cyprus national book award 2015  

RODAKIO 2015, 368 P. 

Any close resemblance to reality is not just a coincidence. 
In the novel of the newly appearing Sofronis Sofroniou, real-time (historical) 
and imaginary personalities are crossing paths as the plot keeps traveling 
through space (Cyprus, Amsterdam, New York) and time (21st , 20th, 19th, 
16th century). 
The story is tight and it keeps running through with an enormous speed as 
sensuality is battling ascetism and literary fiction digs deeply into the 
historical underground. 
The central figure of the novel is Antonios Leontiou (1896-1947), the man 

who would afterwards become the bishop of Cyprus, is a symbol of the 
author’s concern regarding his country. The flow of his tormented life gets 
interrupted by Arthur Rimbaud, Paul the Apostle, Francois Villon, 
Jeronimo Bosch, Marika Papagkika, the ethnomusicologist Alan Lomax, the folk musician Ali 
Peske, several sects, the anonymous mob and his very own killer. 
On the threshold of history and fantasy, people get taught life lessons through violent means, trying 
to find out if their actions are self-inflicted or effectuated by external forces. Poetry, music and 
Painting are omnipresent throughout the novel. 
Turkish rights sold. English extracts 

Pig Iron 

ANTIPODES, 2017, 340 P. 

A chess player gets killed in a New York City square and he is transported to 
the Short Life, an afterlife situation with a limited time frame. This is where 

he will be required to reestablish the novel 4001 by the Austrian author Robert 
Kraus and find out if the author is indeed lost in some point of that unknown 
area. Pig Iron through a carefully directed series of consecutive events, leads 

its reader to a dystopian journey through the vertigo of memory, literature 
and cinema as real-time personalities cross paths with imaginary heroes, 
struggling to find out if their actions are self-determined or induced by 
superior forces.  
A timeless, interdisciplinary novel, where poetry, music and fine arts blend 
miraculously.  
English extracts 
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FICTION… … … … … … 

Maria Stefanopoulou  

Maria Stefanopoulou was born in Athens, in 1958. She has studied Philology in the 
University of Rome and Drama in Stockholm and Paris. Published works of hers include 
fiction, plays and essays. 

 

 

Athos, the Forester 

Petros Charis’  Athens Academy prize 2015 

TO RODAKIO, 2014, 277 P.  

What place can the recurrent crime have in the reality of a long-lasting 
war, be it a war of liberation or a civil one, a social war or an individual 
struggle for survival? What is the point of civilians being sacrificed, 
when these are merely unsuspecting victims of vengeance? 
On December 13, 1943, the Germans act in retaliation by machine-
gunning all the noncombatant men in Kalavryta. Only the women are 
left to bury their dead. Marianthi and her daughter Margarita flee the 
town. In 1955, Margarita’s daughter is born. Now a doctor, Lefki is 
haunted by that old war crime and lives in the shadow of her 
grandfather, Athos, Marianthi’s husband, who worked as a forester in 
the Kalavrita region. Lefki dedicates her life to treating her patients 
and alleviating their agony, while investigating the Nazi massacre. But 
could Athos really have been one of the thirteen survivors of that mass 
execution? 

The world of shadow keeps company to the people of this story. It is a world as dark as the forest 

trails Athos follows, dead or alive ─ a mystery which only the writing act can illuminate. These 
heroes, prisoners within an unattainable dream, always consider the evil as inseparable from the 
miracle of beauty, in tragic terms, and maybe even redemptive; war carries peace, death carries the 
living memory, annihilation carries the sense of freedom. The ghost of revenge is left sterile and 
blind, with no outlet towards the opposite side. 
“Survivor” Athos and the world of shadow and contemplation, through which Lefki has invented 
him and retells his story, belongs mostly to the internal experience. Athos is the third person, 
neither a victim nor a perpetrator (he is in struggle with both), neither right-winged nor left-winged; 
an antihero of a heroic era or simply an all-time hero. 
The topic of the war trauma that is passed on to the following generations is pivotal in this story. 
While History moves on, shifting given facts and principles, and societies are redefined, the 
ultimate hero is bound to be the everyday man who, thanks to his living memory, knows how to 
live in peace and justice without abusing his freedom. But also, the magnificence of nature can 
combat the splendor and valor of war, with a toughness that only fate knows how to have in store 

for its creatures. 
French and German rights sold  

English and Italian extracts available 
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FICTION 

Fotini Tsalikoglou 

Fotini Tsalikoglou born in Athens Greece. She teaches Psychology 
at Pantio University and conducts the ‘Psychology and Mass Media’ 
Crosssector Postgraduate Program. Combining science with art she 
has developed a personal discourse to unveil the conflicting 
internal processes of human existence. 

 

 

 

The Greek Patient 

KASTANIOTIS, 2018, 176 PAGES 
April 1980. Theodore Kentrotas puts an end to his life in a Geneva park, 
near the tranquil lake and the snowy Alpine peaks. 
April 1820. An ancestor of his by the same name digs a naked marble 
woman out of his field on an island in the Aegean. He falls in love with 
her to distraction – and destruction. 
Do not let me leave you. Why have you forsaken me? 

The beauty that will save the world has something overwhelming about it. 
Madness, delirium, a passion for possession, and a fear of abandonment 
all mark the life of five generations. 
The never-ending story will be transformed in the hands of a five-year-old 
girl. 
The Greek Patient converses with decay: I am this marble; I am ageless. That 

which is missing makes me live. 

After all, the end is a lie. Dying is to go away for a short while.  
English extracts available 

Rights sold in France  

 
About her previous novel Secret sister (published the US and Uk among other countries): 

 
“…contemporary Greek writing is currently awash with interpretations of “the crisis” and attempts 
to contextualise and understand the unravelling of a country with a complex past and an 
increasingly heart-broken present.   The Secret Sister is the story of third-generation Greek 
American Jonathan as he takes his first trip to the motherland. It is a slim novel, but hallucinatory 
and intense. Reading it feels like stepping into another person’s dream, and indeed in a recent 
lecture given in Athens Tsalikoglou told a packed room: “Greeks feel like they are in a bad dream”. 
It is a story of painful memories, both collective and personal, that will no longer be kept quiet.” 
The Secret Sister, brought to us by Europa Editions, is about the legacy of trauma. It gives us a 
powerful taste of the writing that has been fired into existence in Greece by the dramatic changes 
of late, and it leaves me, for one, wanting to read much more.'  
—The Independent 
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FICTION… … … … 

Konstantinos D. Tzamiotis  

Konstantinos D. Tzamiotis was born in Larisa in 1970 
and now lives in Athens. He studied Film, and has 
worked in television, advertising and the cinema. He 
has been the editor of Highlights, a culture magazine, 
for several years. His previous books are The meeting 
(Indiktos, 2002), Deep well (Indiktos, 2003) and Level of 

difficulty (Indiktos, 2004). His first play, No man’s land, 
won the Third State Prize for new playwrights. He 
represented Greece with that same play in the 
European Anthology of Plays of the Salvatore 
Quasimodo Institute of Budapest. The meeting has been 
published in Italian (Effigie, 2004). The crossing will be 
published in French in 2020.  

To whom hell belongs is a short stories collection that will be soon published. 

Maybe next time  

METAIXMIO, 2019, 240 P. 

A couple in the making and its destruction. Narrated from the two 
protagonists, a woman and a man. A totally different story even though it is 
exactly the same one.  

 

The Crossing  

Athens prize for Literature  

METAIXMIO, 2018, 257 P 

On a wintery night, a ship full of immigrants is shipwrecked on an Aegean 
isle. The few locals do all they can in order for the newcomers to be 
transferred to the bigger, neighboring island. However, the nasty weather, 
the bureaucracy and the Authorities’ shortcomings keep stalling the 
process. As a result, the two groups will be forced to coexist for four whole 
days. 
Since the numbers and the palpable difficulties make their own rules, a 
series of events will eventually put everyone’s resilience to the test. 
This book is about the inevitable and violent encounter of two different 
worlds, the need for safety and freedom, but also about the common human 

fate before the burden of History. 
French rights sold to Actes Sud 
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FICTION… … …SHORT STORIES  

Giannis Palavos 

Giannis Palavos was born in Velvento, Kozani in Greece 
in 1980. He studied Journalism at the Aristotle 
University in Thessaloniki and Arts Administration at 
the Panteion University in Athens. He is the author of 
two short story collections (“True Love and other stories”, 
2007, and “Joke”, 2012) and the co-author of a graphic 
novel (“The Corpse”, 2011). 

His short stories have won prizes from the British 
Council (2005, Best short story award at the British 

Council Young Writers’ National Contest) and Anagnostis Magazine. 

Asteio (Joke, 2012) won the State Literary Prize for Best Short Story Collection and was 
awarded Best Short Story Collection of the year by the Anagnostis Literary Review. 
Palavos also co-wrote two graphic novels, To ptoma (The Corpse, 2011) and Gra-Grou 
(2017).  

Yannis Palavos is one of the authors who prove the blooming of the short stories in Greece. 

 

 

The child 

NEFELI, 2019, 112 P. 
 

 
 

Children, parents, foxes, sparrows, lands, saints. Strange relations, death. 
12 short stories fruits of a cherry tree that is blooming under water. 

A small book that leaves the reader with lots of images and strange 

feelings. 

5000 copies sold in 4 months  
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FICTION… … … CRIME … 

Tatiana Averof 

Born in Athens, Greece, in 1954. Studied Dance in Greece and 
in London. In parallel, studied Philosophy and Psychology 
before taking a degree in Social Psychology at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. 

Worked in the private education sector as an educational 
psychologist, 1978-1994, writing two books on cooperative 
learning. 

Since 1995, she has dedicated herself exclusively to directing 
the Averoff Gallery in Metsovo. Also in Metsovo, she is 

involved in the wine-making activities of Katogi Averoff S.A., and in the running of the 
new Katogi Winery Hotel. 

She has written six novels and has translated literary works. Texts of hers have been 
published in collective volumes and literary supplements in newspapers and magazines. 

Between 2007 and 2011, she taught the Novel in the Greek Book Centre's creative writing 
workshops. From 2011 to this day she continues to teach Creative Writing in collaboration 
with various institutions and privately. 

She won the Greek Christian Literature Society Fiction Award in 2001 for her novel "The 
Clearing", which was also short-listed for "Diavazo" magazine"s First Novel award in 2001. 
The same publication went on to short-list her novel "August" for its Fiction Award two 
years later in 2003. Her novel "Thrasos" was short listed for the National Award for 
Children's Literaturs 2010 (although it is primarily a book for adults). 

Murder in Paradise is the beginning of a series with the same main characters, a woman 

doctor in a village and a man superintendent. 

 

Murder in Paradise 

METAIXMIO 2017,  270 P  
In this mountain village in Epirus, Greece, life goes on quietly, almost 
idyllically. Maria feels she has found the perfect place to work as a rural doctor 
– and get over the painful memories of her past life in Athens. 
Until a murder occurs. 
Superintendent Periklis Galanis arrives from Ioannina to solve the mysterious 
death of well-liked Mayor Kolettis. There is no apparent motive, but the suspects 
are many and unpredictable. The case gets even more complicated as Galanis 
struggles to overcome the obstacles posed by the local police and a strange local 
community, with its own secrets and self-deceptions. 
A riveting novel of characters, fusing the suspense of a murder mystery with a 
penetrating gaze into the idiosyncrasies of a remote community in Greece. A glimpse of ‘reality’ in 

a small community withdrawn from the rest of the world in a country in crisis, with a love story 
simmering below the surface. 
English extracts available in April 2018 
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FICTION… … … CRIME … 

Minos Efstathiadis  
 
 

Minos Efstathiadis (born 1967) studied Law in 
Athens and in Hannover. He has written the 
novels “Exodus” (Anatolikos 2000) and “Without 
language” (Kastaniotis, 2004).  

His play “The Meal” (Eurasia 2012) received the 
first prize in National Competition for Original 
Theatrical Play in 2011. It appeared on the 
Greek stage during 2011/12 and 2014. It has 
been translated in French and German. The play 
participated in the international contest 
EURODRAM in Germany and was among the 10 

finalists in 2014. 

His novel “The second part of the night” (Oceanida 2014) has been translated into German 
(Acabus Verl. 2014).  

He received the prize Fiction Feature Script in the London Greek Film Festival in 2016 
for the script “Lost horse” that he wrote together with Stela Alisanoglou. 

He lives next to the sea. 

 

The diver 

IKAROS, 2018 

An unknown elderly man orders the detective Chris Pappas to 
inquire about a young German woman, Eva Dempling. Chris will 
follow her in an Hamburg hotel where she meets her lover. The 
next morning, the unknown man who had called Chris, is found 
dead, hanged in the room Eva spent the night.  
Chris follows Eva in Greece, back to his home village. She is dead 
when he finds out that the unknown elderly man was Anton Rot, 
the writer of the book “The Diver”. His son is a doctor who cares 
of children with serious health problems. He had co-starred in an 
amateur film with Eva Dempling.  
Why does a short movie drag everyone into the cruel secrets of the 
past?  
The detective must watch the movie in order to revive the cruelest 
truth. 
 
A stunning novel where the meaning of good and evil is mixed and self-sacrifice is parallel to 
murder.   

French rights sold (Actes Sud), German translation available. 
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FICTION… … … CRIME … 

Lefteris Giannakoudakis 
 

Lefteris Giannakoudakis was born in 1972 in Heraklion. He 
studied biology, scenario and creative writing. He teaches 
creative writing and scenario at the La Culturelá arts 
workshop. Shadow is his fifth book and his stories and texts 
have been published in collector volumes. 

 

Shadow 

KASTANIOTIS, 2017, 384 P.  

May 2012, election day. Police officer Dimos Geres returns to Heraklion after 

twenty years to be present for his father’s final hours. Waiting for him at the 
port are his old childhood friend and the body of a young whore. Hidden in 
the mouth of the dead woman isfound the ring of Geres’ long dead mother. 
Police officer Ivan Alexandrov takes charge of the case and things get more 
complicated when a second body turns up, with Geres’ father’s ring in its 
mouth. Geres is forced to investigate the secret past of his family and is led to 
an old story which turns his life upside down. 
A political noir novel which brings together four landmark periods for Greece: 
the events of July 1965, the invasion of Cyprus in 1974, “dirty ‘89” and the 
elections of 2012.  A book in which the reader comes face to face with covered-up crimes of the 
past, wandering through the unfamiliar geography of the town of Heraklion and the dark tunnels 
of contemporary history.  
French extracts available 

December’s Ghosts  Beware of the past…  

METAIXMIO, 2012, 370 P.  

Athens, December 2008. Alexangelos Elephantis is a 40 years old ex boxer, 
who failed his title fight due to a heart problem. He leaves alone stuck to his 
inglorious past - the death of his ex girlfriend Athena and the loss of the title - 
drinking beers and listening to rock music. He owns a gym but the bank wants 
to confiscate it due to an old debt. 
Philosophy Professor Socrates Papailiopoulos is found dead under mysterious 
circumstances. In his heritage he leaves Alexangelos 100.000 Euros under the 
term to watch over his 16 years old daughter, Thalia, and his dog, Plato. The 
same day Alexangelos receives a post card, showing two statues of Athena and 
Socrates. A 15 year old boy gets killed by a policeman and riots burst into 
town. Thalia gets involved in the riots and Alexangelos has to protect her. When a second dead 
man appears, things start to get real dangerous and now Alexangelos has to find out who is 
threatening Thalia and himself and why. While the story unfolds we go back 17 years to a different 

December, a December connected to the “Macedonian issue” and questions start to gather: What 
do Alexander the Great, Zenon of Cition (the founder of the Stoic school of Philosophy) and 
Argentinean Poet Juan Gelman have to do with the death of Socrates and the reunion of a forgotten 
terroristic team?  Who is sending postcards from Buenos Aires? What dark secrets hide 
Papailiopoulos’ ex secretary Lydia, police officer Hector, and the Anarchic Priest? Will 
Alexangelos manage to win this new challenge or will he fail again? 
Using as a background the real event of the death of a 15 year old boy by a policeman, December’s 

Ghosts, is a contemporary urban crime novel, full of Rock music, action and twists, describing how 

a nation stuck to the past failed to predict the future.  
English extracts available 
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FICTION … … … … NON FICTION NOVEL 

Yannis Ragos 

Yannis Rangos was born in 1966 in Athens, where he lives today. 
He is a writer and journalist. He has published journalism research 
books, crime novels, novels and short stories, as well as essays and 
studies on police literature. He has also written screenplays, 
scripts for TV series, theatrical performances and comics. Together 
with Vassilis Danellis he co-authored the collective volume 
BalkaNoir (Kastaniotis Editions, 2018), which includes twenty-one 
original crime short stories by seven authors from seven Balkan 
countries. He was a member of the editorial board of The Crimes 
and Letters Magazine (CLM) and since 2018 he has been a member 

of the editorial board of Polar, a magazine about crime fiction theory. He is also a founding 
member of the Greek Club of Crime Writers (ELSAL) and a member of the International 
Association of Crime Writers (IACW / AIEP). 

Smells like blood 

KASTANIOTIS, 2019, 304 P. 
 

The novel is based on the true story of the Germans Herman Duft and 
Hans Basenaouer, both 31 years old, who arrived in Greece in the spring 
of 1969, stating that come for tourism and business, but over the next forty 
days committed five robberies and six heinous murders. Despite the 
mobilization, the police authorities of the Greek military dictatorship -
minded, especially, the suppression of any dissident activity- was unable 
to reach the tracks of the two killers. At the same time, the regime refused 
to make public the facts so as not to disturb the climate of “law and order” 
that had carefully propagandized.  

So when finally the details of the acts of the perpetrators became known, 
the “innocent” until then public opinion in Greece was dumbfounded˙ 
the actions of two Germans, the first and most “productive” to date serial 
killers in Greece was definitely changed  the concept of Greek people on 
crime. At the same time, the case put to the test the Greek-German relations and rekindled the 
debate in Germany about the necessity or not of the death penalty. 
For the writing of this novel Yannis Ragos surveyed a year to all available sources. Based on this 
material, he reconstructed the history with the accuracy of a documentary and the intensity of a 
drama, while exploring the climate of the era of dictatorship when the whole country “smelled like 
blood”. 

It is a valuable experience for those who were not yet born that spring, but also for older readers 

who have almost forgotten the colors and fragrances of the spring of 1969; a time which, alas, 

smelled of blood and insanity.           TITINA DANELLI, Rizospastis 

Yannis Rangos skillfully reconstructs that period. At the same time, he investigates the criminal 

behavior of the two men which is not only related to the thirst for money, but is also linked to 

their past and their mentality.         PHILIPPOS PHILIPPOU, Diavazo Literary Journal  

Yannis Rangos has produced perhaps the most authentic version of a non-fiction novel. 

DIMITRIS KOSTOPOULOS, Kathimerini 
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FICTION …. ……….CRIME SHORT STORIES 

 

BalkaNoir – Crime Stories 

 

Editors: Vassilis Danellis – Yannis Rangos 
 

Writers: 

Boriana Dukova, Emanuel Ikonomov, Andreya Iliev (Bulgaria)  

Robert Perisic, Ivan Sršen, Nenad Stipanić (Croatia) 

Andreas Apostolides, Vassilis Danellis, Yannis Rangos (Greece) 

Lucian-Dragoş Bogdan, Bogdan Hrib, Lucia Verona (Romania) 

Djordje Bajic, Verica Vinsent Cole, Marko Popović (Serbia) 

Zoran Benčič, Renato Bratkovic, Avgust Demšar (Slovenia)   

Ercan Akbay, Cenk Çalışır, Suphi Varim (Turkey) 

 

Introductory essays: 

Georgi Tsankov (Literary Critic, Bulgaria), Anera Ryznar (Writer, Croatia), Philippos 

Philippou (Writer, Greece), Felix Nicolau (Writer, Literary Critic and University Professor, 

Romania), Mirjana Novakovic (Writer, Serbia), Mojca Pisek (Literary Critic, Slovenia), Algan 

Sezgintüredi (Writer and Translator, Turkey) 

 

Original Languages: Bulgarian, Croatian, Greek, Romanian, Serbian, Slovenian, Turkish 
Romanian rights sold  

KASTANIOTIS, 2018, 432 P. 

 

For the first time in the annals of crime fiction, this volume 

collects short stories by prominent writers of the genre, originating 

in seven Balkan countries: Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Romania, 

Serbia, Slovenia and Turkey. The tome comprises twenty one 

stories, written by an equal number of writers (three per country), 

that highlight the variety and dynamic of crime fiction in the Balkans 

over the past decades. Furthermore, this volume includes essays by 

academics, literary critics and writers, wherein are presented the 

history, major recurring tendencies, as well as the modern outlook 

of crime fiction in each participating country. 

 Pure literary value aside, this original publication offers a 

unique opportunity to lovers of the genre: to explore an up to 

recently unmapped literary territory. At the same time, the book 

probes in depth the themes and storytelling patterns inherent in the writers comprising this 

Balkan version of noir fiction – BalkaNoir. 

 The main – and one might say ambitious – goals of the editors, writers and critics 

participating in the endeavor, are to encourage communication between Balkan writers, to 

jumpstart an in-depth discussion on Balkan crime fiction, as well as create a driving force for 

further translations of Balkan crime stories. 
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NON FICTION 

 
 
Kostas Despiniadis 

Costas Despiniadis is a publisher, translator and author of seven books. The anatomist of 

power has been translated in English, French and Spanish. 

 

The Anatomist of Power 

Franz Kafka and the Critique of Authority  

PANOPTICON PRESS, 2018, 109P.  

Few twentieth-century writers remain as potent as Franz 
Kafka—one of the rare figures to maintain both a major 
presence in the academy and on the shelves of general 
readers. Yet, remarkably, no work has yet fully focused on 
his politics and anti-authoritarian sensibilities. The 
Anatomist of Power: Franz Kafka and the Critique of 
Authority is a fascinating new look at his widely known 
novels and stories (including The Trial, Metamorphosis, In 
the Penal Colony and Amerika), portraying him as a 
powerful critic of authority, bureaucracy, capitalism, law, 
patriarchy, and prisons. Making deft use of Kafka’s diaries, 
his friends’ memoirs, and his original sketches, Costas 

Despiniadis addresses his active participation in Prague’s 
anarchist circles, his wide interest in anarchist authors, his 
skepticism about the Russian Revolution, and his 
ambivalent relationship with utopian Zionism. The portrait 
of Kafka that emerges is striking and fresh—rife with 
insights and a refusal to accept the structures of power that 
dominated his society. 
English, French and Spanish rights sold   
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NON FICTION 

Nikos Koutsiaras 
 

 Nikos Koutsiaras is a political economist trained at the Economic University of Athens, 
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and the University of London (Wye 
College). His main research interests are in macroeconomics, political economy of global 
capitalism and European integration. He has published in both English and Greek. He 
teaches political economy at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (School 
of Economics and Political Science – Department of Political science and Public 
Administration).  

. 

 

 Economy of Love 

PAPAZISIS, 2017, 162 P.  

Economic theory has long expanded its prerogative into 

the fields of sociology, ethnography and social 

anthropology. From Gary Becker to Steven Levitt and 

Stephen Dubner (the authors of Freakonomics) to Tim 

Harford, economists have sought to provide rational 

explanations of people’s behavior in various domains of 

human interaction, be they marriage, crime, drug 

addiction, crosstown traffic or sumo wrestling, to name 

but a few. Yet, love and romantic partnerships have so 

far been in the shadow – conspicuously, one may say. 

This book deals with the market for love, in particular, transactions between 

prospective partners and love contracts of all sorts. It is a study of love decisions 

made under uncertainty and exposed to risks arising primarily from asymmetric 

information; deception is the most prevalent amongst those risks, for sure. Thus, 

the argument is theoretically grounded on the standard rational choice model of 

decision-making but it also draws heavily on the literature in behavioral 

economics; it additionally takes account of recent attempts to bridge the distance 

between the neoclassical and behavioral approaches, associated with the theory of 

motivated reasoning. 

Written in a non-technical form, the book often makes references to literature, 

music and cinema and appeals to common sense and shared experience in order to 

portray the empirical relevance of the theoretical arguments put forward.  
 
English extracts available 
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